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memnon, shared his fate. She had continually predicted the
unfortunate end of the war and the ultimate fate of the city, "but
had always been laughed to scorn by her incredulous country-
men. The fate of the commander of the Greeks, with its
eventful consequences, was a favourite subject with the tragic
poets. His murder did not go unavenged. Orestes, the only
son of Agamemnon and Clytsemnestra, had been hastily re-
moved from the scene by his sister Electra, and sent to his
uncle, Strophius, king of Pliocis. Strophius had him carefully
educated with his own son Pylades, who was about the same
age. A most intimate friendship soon sprang up between the
two youths, which, from its faithfulness and constancy, has
become proverbial. On reaching manhood, the sole thought ^of
Orestes was to avenge his noble father's treacherous death at the
hands of the crafty ^Egisthus and his mother Clytsemnestra.
Accompanied by his friend Pylades, he returned, in the eighth
year of his exile, to My cense, and there slew both j^Egisthus and
Clytsemnestra. Although in so doing he had only fulfilled a
duty, he yet incurred the deepest guilt by the murder of her
who gave him birth, and at once found himself pursued by the
avenging Euries. They dogged his steps, and ceased not to
pursue him through all the countries of the earth, until he was
at length directed by the oracle at Delphi to convey the statue
of Artemis from Tauris to Attica. After he had, with the help
of his newly-found sister, successfully achieved this task, he was
purified by Apollo (see page 152). Of the numerous dramas that
were written on the subject of the fortunes of the Pelopidse, which
we have here briefly touched on, the Agamemnon, Choephoroe.,
and Eumenides of JEschylus, the Electra of Sophocles, and the
Electra and Ipliigenia in Tauris of Euripides, are still extant.

We must now turn to the fortunes of the other Greek leaders.
Agamemnon's brother Menelaus was overtaken, off Cape Malea,
by a fearful storm, which carried him to Crete and Egypt,